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Six years ago, William Strait never 
could have imagined himself sit-

ting in the front row at a Catholic men’s 
conference.
Yet, there he was last Saturday in a 

prime seat, enjoying the speakers and the 
faith-filled atmosphere at the 14th an-
nual Columbus Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence in the Lausche Building at the Ohio 
Expo Center.
Surveying the scene, he was still shak-

ing his head in disbelief at the thought of 
being in the midst of so many Catholic 
brothers.
Strait had strayed from the Catholic faith 

for 30 years. He became involved with 
other denominations and had worked as 
a staff member for the Protestant men’s 
organization Promise Keepers.
And so, religious gatherings were hard-

ly a foreign concept to him. Just not the 
Catholic variety.
Strait, now a member of Columbus 

St. Peter Church, found himself among 
a crowd of more than 1,800 men rang-
ing in age from children to seniors, who 
came from all corners of the Diocese 
of Columbus and beyond to celebrate 
Catholic manhood.
“This was a good day of speaking,” 

Strait said.
The attendees had the opportunity to 

attend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
with Bishop Frederick Campbell presid-
ing, participate in Eucharistic Adoration, 
pray the rosary, and recite part of the Lit-
urgy of the Hours with seminarians from 
the Pontifical College Josephinum.
Hundreds of men seized the opportunity 

to receive the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion from more than 50 diocesan priests. 
The lines for Confession stretched across 
the entire conference seating area.
The featured speak-

ers included Steve 
Ray, a Catholic con-
vert, author and ad-
venturer; Brian Gail, 
an author, speaker 
and former business 
executive; and Father 
Michael Gaitley, from 
the order of Marians 
of the Immaculate 
Conception.
The call to action 

from the speakers re-
flected the conference 

theme, “Becoming the Man God Cre-
ated You to Be.” Ray, Gail, and Father 
James Wehner, STD, the Josephinum’s 
rector, encouraged the multitude of 
males to adopt a spiritual machismo in 
their daily lives.
In his remarks during morning prayers, 

Father Wehner called on Catholic men 
to be leaders of the family and witnesses 
of masculine identity.
“How long can we suffer a crisis of 

masculine identity, a crisis of father-
hood?” he asked. “To be a good father, to 
be a good man is to be an obedient son.”
The message resonated with Bill Welch, 

who was part of a group of about 70 from 
Sunbury St. John Neumann Church.
“I think it’s the calling for a lot of men 

to step out of their comfort zone and be 
active,” Welch said. “I’ve felt that for 
the past couple of years, and this gives 
me the confidence that I’m not alone.
“I came last year and got so much out 

of this. I couldn’t not come this year. 
Seeing all of the men here for the same 
reason is an awesome feeling.”
The feeling of solidarity was mutual 

for Jack Cogwin of Westerville St. Paul 
Church and others.
Between the talks and spiritual activi-

ties, Cogwin helped staff a resource ex-

10 Catholic Times                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               March 13, 2011 

CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE

See CONFERENCE, Page 19

Two by two, the seminarians from the Pontifical College Josephinum processed 
down the center aisle toward a makeshift altar for the morning Liturgy of the Hours, 
and then, a few hours later, for the afternoon Mass.
Their ranks were impressive.
The sight of more than 100 men studying for the priesthood proved to be mutu-

ally uplifting for the seminarians and the 1,800-plus men attending the 14th annual 
Columbus Catholic Men’s Conference last Saturday.
“For 135 seminarians from around the country to see in you Catholic men re-

claiming their identity, I know our seminarians are inspired to see you being 
the man God created you to be, and I hope you might be inspired by them to 
see holy, celibate, prayerful men of the Church,” the Josephinum’s rector, Father 
James Wehner, STD, told the gathering during morning prayers.
The seminarians sitting next to the altar in the Lausche Building at the Ohio Expo 

Center received a standing ovation.
“These men want to prepare you for everlasting life,” Father Wehner continued. 

“These men want to stand at the altar to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to 
give you the body and blood of Jesus Christ.”
Another standing ovation.
The seminarians were gratified and equally moved by the expression of support 

for their vocations.
“To show generative, self-sacrificing love is an important witness,” said Deacon Ty 

Tomson, who will be ordained a priest for the Diocese of Columbus this spring.
Father Wehner decided last year to bring the seminarians to the 2011 conference.
“They’re seeing the new evangelization in action,” he said. “They’re seeing men 

reclaiming their identity and what it means to be a man in a culture that has re-
defined masculinity as Archie Bunker, Homer Simpson, and Charlie Sheen. This is 
an inspiration to see thousands of men who refuse to buy into that.”
For the boys and young men on hand, the seminarians might have planted a seed 

for much-needed religious vocations.
“You see so many seminarians answering the call, it might subconsciously give 

someone inspiration if they’re thinking about a call,” said Deacon Ryan Schmitt, 
who also is awaiting ordination to the priesthood in the Columbus Diocese. 
“There’s strength in numbers.”
Erik Welch, 11, of Sunbury St. John Neumann Church, came to the conference 

with his father, Bill, and might be one of those young men who respond.
“I think it’s a cool thing that all of the seminarians from around the world are 

here,” Erik said.
Seminarian Sheu Bowora of the Diocese of Phoenix, a native of Zimbabwe, said 

the large gathering fortifies the vocations of the future priests.
“Seeing all of these men, you’re like, ‘OK, there’s hope.’ These good, holy men 

who are here will support you in your priesthood,” he said.
Jack Cogwin of Westerville St. Paul Church might have best summed up the 

prevailing sentiment of the day.
“Having the seminarians here is a great blessing,” he said. “Seeing so many here 

is inspiring for everyone.” 

MORE THAN 100 SEMINARIANS ATTEND MEN’S CONFERENCE
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Whether you love it, hate it, or have never experienced it, chances 
are you’ve at least heard the word Facebook. More than 500 million 
people are active users of this social networking website. That works 
out to about one of every 13 people.
A few mind-boggling statistics:
	 •	48	percent	of	young	Americans	say	they	get	their	news	on	
Facebook.
	 •	48	percent	of	American	18-	 to	34-year-olds	check	Face-
book	as	soon	as	they	wake	up.
	 •	720	million	photos	were	uploaded	to	Facebook	over	New	
Year’s	weekend.
Facebook is all about who you know. Facebook suggests friends and 

connections based on where you went to school, who you worked 
for, what your interests are, and what pages (brands) you may want 
to interact with.
Facebook even uses these connections to extend your network to 

similarly connected people. It’s a vast community of personalities.
Facebook will generate exposure for you among friends and fam-

ily. It’s a superb referral network. It is where people will be able to 
see what you are doing, based on what you post to your personal 
profile. They can then comment on your post. You can follow along 
as a cousin in another state posts her dinner menu each night as she 
makes changes to her family’s eating habits. Or watch as an uncle 
posts photos of his trip to Italy … while he’s cruising along in a gon-
dola in Venice. Your college roommate’s baby just dumped a bowl 
of creamed spinach in his head … bingo! The photo’s on Mom’s 
profile. The possibilities are endless.
Pope Benedict XVI has acknowledged the influence of social me-

dia, and last fall, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Com-
munications Committee recognized the power of these tools and the 
need for the Catholic Church to propagate them. 
The Vocations Office of the Diocese of Columbus maintains its 

Face Forward page on Facebook, providing daily news and infor-
mation to the 2,600 people who have “liked” the page. To check it 
out, go to www.facebook.com/faceforwardcolumbus or check out its 
related blog at www.faceforwardcolumbusblog.com.

By Jacob Doran
“My	name	is	Amber,	I	go	to	Ohio	Domini-
can.	 	When	I	came	on	this	retreat,	I	wasn’t	
really	deep	in	my	faith,	and	yesterday	seri-
ously	changed	my	life.”

Amber was one of a group of Columbus 
college students who joined St. Paul’s Out-
reach (SPO) at its annual Fan into Flame re-
treat in early February. About 90 university 
students and SPO members came together 
at the Sts. Peter and Paul Retreat Center in 
Newark to deepen and mature their faith 
through an encounter with Jesus Christ and 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Fan into Flame is a weekend set apart from 
busy and often draining college life so stu-
dents can  focus on their relationship with 
Jesus Christ, allow the Holy Spirit to be 
more a part of their  lives, and claim Jesus 
Christ as Lord.  

The three-day retreat consisted of talks 
about moving from having information 
about Jesus Christ to encountering Him; liv-
ing a life filled with the Holy Spirit; repen-
tance; accepting the Father’s gifts and love 
in our lives; and continuing to live a truly 
Christian life after the retreat.  

Emily Schafer, a freshman at Ohio Domini-
can University, said of her experience that, 
“I found out that when you truly surrender to 
the Holy Spirit and to the Lord, He works.”  

“Today, I feel the Holy Spirit alive in me 
and moving through me,” she added. “Now 
I just feel so convicted to share this with as 
many people as I can.  I am really excited 
for that, and just for finding different ways 
to be a light to the nations and to share 
God’s love with everybody.”

Darius Perkins, a sophomore at The Ohio 

State University, was attending Fan into 
Flame for his second time.  Speaking about 
his first retreat, he said, “God truly cleansed 
my soul.  He just changed my entire perspec-
tive on life.  He changed me from this nega-
tive person to this optimistic one.”  

He said that on this year’s retreat, God 
pushed through areas of his life that he had 
struggled with and called him to worship the 
Lord more.  “If there is something that you 
are struggling with, just ask for Jesus, just ask 
for God,” he said. “He will take your strug-
gles away and instill a greater joy and greater 
blessing than you’ve ever had before.”

St. Paul’s Outreach is a lay evangelistic 
outreach and community on Ohio State’s and 
Ohio Dominican’s campuses. It helps keep 
area college students involved with a strong 
Catholic community by hosting events on 
Ohio State’s campus every week on Thurs-
day nights.  It also runs a household program 
in which students can live together and sup-
port each other’s efforts toward greater holi-
ness through communal meals, prayer, and 
small faith-sharing groups.

This was Ohio’s largest Fan into Flame 
retreat, involving students from Ohio 
State, Ohio Dominican, Columbus State 
Community College, and Bowling Green 
State University.  

St. Paul’s Outreach began in 1985 in St. 
Paul, Minn., and came to Columbus through 
a Fan into Flame retreat in the area in 2004.  
Since then, it has been building environ-
ments that bring the Catholic faith alive on 
campus. For more information, go to www.
spoweb.org or e-mail ohio@spoweb.org.

Jacob	Doran	is	Ohio	State	University	mis-
sion	leader	for	St.	Paul’s	Outreach.
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