


Letter from the Director

Gordy DeMarais, Executive Director

“The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. Pray that
the Lord of the harvest would send more laborers into the
vineyard.”

Jesus’s words from Matthew’s Gospel describe well the
situation of the Church on college campuses today. Our
Catholic young people are falling away from their faith
in record numbers, and yet they are still hungry for Truth
— for Christ. They are the abundant harvest that the Lord
wants to gather back into the Church. The missionaries of
Saint Paul’s Outreach actively invite all college students to
a life of Christian discipleship by creating vibrant, faith-
filled environments that challenge students to deepen their
relationships with Jesus Christ in the fullness of the Catholic
Church.

When we began SPO to serve students in the Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis nearly 25 years ago, I never
dreamed that one day we’d receive requests for help from
campuses around the country. We created the School of the
New Evangelization (SNE) in 2004 in response to these
requests, and in the last five years participation in SNE has
grown 700%! In 2008, we trained 150 young missionaries
representing 30 campuses from all corners of the country!
Imagine the impact of these missionaries living out their
faith in the midst of the often godless and immoral university
culture. Their powerful witness and selfless love encourages
many of their peers to rediscover and grow in their faith.

Our programs have grown about 500% since 2004, but
during that same period our income has only doubled. While
doubling our income is significant growth in five years — it
is not enough to sustain our current programs, let alone the
future growth that will come both organically and through
strategic expansion.
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A challenge? Absolutely. But we are up for it: the staff and
board of directors of SPO have been working hard over the
last 18 months to formulate an aggressive and well-thought-
out plan to meet this challenge. We are positioning ourselves
to take advantage of the opportunity to expand the real and
important impact SPO already has within the Church in the
United States.

At the heart of all effective apostolic work is a simple
principle: God’s grace is released through our generosity.
I am inspired and humbled by the many expressions of
generosity I experience in this work: missionaries and staff
who forgo other career opportunities in order to serve the
mission, volunteers who give of their time and expertise to
serve on the board of directors and other committees that
support our work, or those like Sister Gloria Therese, one of
our alumni and now Carmelite nun who has been faithfully
praying every week for our work for nearly twenty years.
In whatever form it takes, your support for our work is
greatly appreciated! Be assured of my prayers for you and
your families.
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Getting involved... -_ Name:
For Outreach Leader Jimmy Abreu, as for many others, it began with a Alicia Yunker
simple friendship. Aclassmate at Seton Hall told him about her involvement
with SPO, and his curiosity was piqued. “I knew that my friend was open School:

to God, that she was for real, and that she loved God and wanted to follow ! ’ Ohio Dominican
him. And | knew that she was in SPO.” So it only made sense that when he
was looking for strong Catholic fellowship on campus, Jimmy turned to
the SPO Men’s Household at Seton Hall. Now he’s getting others involved
in SPO as an Outreach Leader at the University of Minnesota, where he Year:
leads a thriving Men’s Household and runs weekly outreach events. Senior

University

Alexandra Costano — a first-year Household Member at the University of Hometown:

St. Thomas — was also inspired to join SPO through the witness of friends. Marysville, OH
“They kept pressing me about it, telling me that | would love it here...and
they were right. | love the fact that | am completely free to live out my

Catholic faith in SPO — it wasn’t like that at my old school.” Involvement:

Student Missionary and Household

Other students come to campus looking for SPO thanks to the influence of Leader
a strong youth group. Daniel Tansill’s youth group leaders introduced him
to friends who were starting SPO at Arizona State University (ASU) in Glory Story:

Tempe. For him, SPO was a place to first find support and then to grow in “A close friend | met freshman year
his faith — “With everyone [at ASU], I clicked right away. We beE:ame fast always told me, “I believe in God but
friends, and | was always hanging out with them on campus. It’s hard to I don’t like Church?” At the beginni
explain, but I think we feel connected already because we’re all pursuing on't like Church.” At the beginning
the Lord. We all have our foundation in Christianity, in Catholicism.” of our sophomore year, | experienced
Tansill is now a key member of SPO’s Missionary Corps at ASU, which a significant conversion and began to
is working in cooperation with the campus Newman Center to reach the get more involved with SPO.Though we

nearly 13,000 Catholic students on campusli]. continued our friendship, it was hard to
see someone who was so close to me
making the same mistakes | had. | kept
praying for her to have a change of

Ohio Dominican University senior Alicia Yunker discovered SPO through
Jesus Jams, a program for high school youth in the Diocese of Columbus
which is directed by SPO alumni. “I was attracted to their lives from [the

testimonies SPO members gave at Jesus Jams]. | loved the idea of SPO heart even though it seemed hopeless.
— it was like my youth group, only geared toward college students.” Four This past summer, she called me and
years later, she still loves SPO and is playing a crucial role in our outreach told me that she really wants to live her
to students at Ohio Dominican. life loving Jesus. She started going back

to church and wanted to know more
about the way | live my life. This was

Minnesota Mission Leader Jimmy Abreu and Seton Hall Student Missionary such a gift from God! It was like Him
Joe D’Amato underscore the importance of the SPO Household program in saying, ‘Alicia, see... | told you | would
attracting students to a faith-filled lifestyle. “The reason I chose to work as hear your prayers and that your work
a missionary with SPO [and not another organization] was the Household does not go unseen.’ This year, my friend
program,” said Abreu. “I thought it would be much easier to share the is teaching Sunday School at her church
Gospel when you can bring someone out of a college campus and into
a household of 8-10 guys who live together and love the Lord — normal
guys. Just their presence helps to evangelize new people.”

CONTINUED on p.5

Household life is a powerful witness.

and is striving to grow in holiness. What
an answer to my prayers!”
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